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Michael Biggs MA PhD FRSA ILTM is Reader in Visual Communication
and Associate Dean Research in the School of Art and Design at the
University of Hertfordshire [UH], UK. He has degrees in both Fine Art and
Philosophy, and was Senior Research Fellow in Philosophy at the
University of Bergen.

His principal research interests are the uses of images as bearers of
meaning, the relationship of images and texts, and non-linguistic
communication via so-called "visual languages" e.g. airport signs, musical
notation, etc. He has specialised in Wittgenstein's use of images and the
philosophy of language, and has revised the images in Wittgenstein's
published works for Blackwell and Routledge. He was the graphical
consultant for the Bergen Electronic Edition of Wittgenstein's manuscripts
[Nachlass] for Oxford University Press. He is a founder member of the
Text Encoding Initiative. His research has been funded by the UK Arts and
Humanities Research Board [AHRB], The British Council, the University of
Bergen, and the European Union.

He has been involved in the development of doctoral programmes in Art
and Design in the UK, and has contributed to national and international
conferences on the subject. He is the principal organiser of the
internationally renowned biennial Research into Practice conference at UH.
He has experience as a supervisor of traditional and practice-based PhDs in
the UK and Europe, and of PhD by published works, and has been a PhD
examiner. He is a member of the College of Peers of the AHRB, the Visual
Arts advisory panel for the Arts and Humanities Data Service [AHDS], the
Council of the international Design Research Society.

Michael has been working in collaboration with the University of Bergen
on nationally and internationally funded research projects since 1992. His
research is in the general area of text encoding, with applications to the
encoding of Wittgenstein's philosophical works. Michael's particular
research interest is in the interpretation of manuscript sources and on the
boundary between text and graphics. In the digital domain the distinction
between text and graphics is often quite explicit because of the difference
between text file types and graphic file types. However, in the manuscript
domain no such distinction can be made. Wittgenstein provides a



particularly interesting context in which to explore these boundary
conditions because his approach to the limits of language was one in
which he tested our preconceptions by providing troublesome examples. In
addition to generating outcomes relevant to Wittgenstein scholarship and
to text encoding, this research has broader consequences in non-linguistic
semantics. Michael has published extensively on the role of text and
artefact in art and design. It is common for artists to accompany
exhibitions with artist's statements, and for doctoral candidates to
accompany a written thesis with an exhibition of artefacts, and his research
both problematizes and seeks responses to the issues that these practices
raise.

Main supervisory interests include:

« aesthetics and philosophical issues in art and design
« non-linguistic communication
« research methodology in art and design

PUBLICATIONS:

SOLE-AUTHORED WORKS
"Visualisation and Wittgenstein's "Tractatus"" in: Visual Representations
and Interpretations. London: Springer Verlag, (forthcoming 2005)

"Introduction: the role of the artefact in art and design research" Working
Papers in Art and Design, 3, Electronic publication. Hatfield: University of
Hertfordshire, 2004. ISSN 1466-4917

http://www .herts.ac.uk/artdes1/research/papers/wpades/vol3/mbintro.html

"Learning from Experience: approaches to the experiential component of
practice-based research" in: Karlsson, H. (ed.) Forskning-Reflektion-
Utveckling. 6-21. Stockholm, 2004

online version at http://www.herts.ac.uk/artdes/research/tvad/mb/2004a.pdf

"What Characterises Pictures and Text?" Literary and Linguistic
Computing 19(3) (2004) 265-272.

"The role of "the work" in research." Electronic publication. Bristol, UK:
University of Bristol, 2003.
http://www bris.ac.uk/parip/biggs.htm

"The role of the artefact in art and design research" /nternational Journal
of Design Sciences and Technology 10(2) (2002) 19-24.
ISSN 1630-7267.

"The Rhetoric of Research" in: Durling D. & Shackleton J.(Eds.) Common
Ground Proceedings of the Design Research Society International
Conference at Brunel University, 111-118. Stoke-on Trent, UK:
Staffordshire University Press, 2002.

ISBN 1-904133-11-8111-118



online version at http://www.herts.ac.uk/artdes/research/tvad/mb/2002a.pdf

"Introduction: the concept of knowledge in art and design" Working
Papers in Art and Design, 2, Electronic publication. Hatfield: University of
Hertfordshire, October 2002. ISSN 1466-4917
http://www.herts.ac.uk/artdes 1/research/papers/wpades/vol2/intro02.html

"Why Study Wittgenstein's Diagrams?" in: Haller, R. and K. Puhl (eds.)
Wittgenstein and the Future of Philosophy: a reassessment after 50 years.
Vol.1, 95-100. Kirchberg a/W, Austria: Die Osterreichische Ludwig
Wittgenstein Gesellschaft, 2001.

ISSN 1022-3398

online version at http://www.herts.ac.uk/artdes/research/tvad/mb/2001a.pdf

"Visual Reasoning: | see what you mean" in: Cooper, R. and V. Branco
(eds.) d” desire designum design. 4th European Academy of Design
conference proceedings, 314-319. Aveiro, Portugal: University of Aveiro,
2001.

ISBN 972-789-024-5

online version at http://www.herts.ac.uk/artdes/research/tvad/mb/2001b.pdf

"Introduction: the foundations of practice-based research" Working Papers
in Art and Design, 1, Electronic publication. Hatfield: University of
Hertfordshire, October 2000.

ISSN 1466-4917

http://www.herts.ac.uk/artdes 1/research/papers/wpades/vol 1 /vol lintro.html

"On Method: the problem of objectivity" in: Durling, D. and K. Friedman
(eds.) Doctoral Education in Design. foundations for the future, 209-214.
Stoke-on-Trent, UK: Staffordshire University Press, 2000.

ISBN 1-897898-64-9

online version at http://www.herts.ac.uk/artdes/research/tvad/mb/2000a.pdf

"Interpreting Wittgenstein's Graphics" in:

Paton R. and I. Neilson (eds) Visual Representations and Interpretations
322-328. London: Springer Verlag, 1999.

ISBN 1-85233-082-1 x+403pp.

"Ludwig Wittgenstein: a visual concordance to the published works."
Minerva 2, University of Limerick, Eire, November 1998.

ISSN 1393-614X

http://www.ul.ie/~philos/vol2/

"Wittgenstein: graphics, normativity and paradigms" in: Kriger, W. and A.
Pichler (eds) Arbeiten zu Wittgenstein. Skriftserie fra Wittgensteinarkivet
ved Universitetet i Bergen, No.15, 8-22. Bergen, Norway: University of
Bergen Press, 1998.

ISBN 82-91071-18-7 213pp.

online version at http://www.herts.ac.uk/artdes/research/tvad/mb/1998a.pdf

"Knowledge and Advancement in Art and Design" In: Biggs, M and B.
Holder (eds). Working Papers on Design Volume 1, Selected Conference
Papers, 139-150. Hatfield: University of Hertfordshire, 1996.



ISSN 1365-3571
ISBN 1-898543-21-6 vi+163pp.
http://www.herts.ac.uk/artdes 1/research/papers/wpdesign/vol 1i.html

"Designing a Graphical Index to Wittgenstein's Nachlal3" Witigenstein
Studien 5 Passau, Germany, July 1996.

ISSN 0943-5727

ISBN 3-211-82655-6

http://www phil.uni-passau.de/dlwg/ws05/16-1-96.html

"Farbe und Kommunikation: Wittgenstein und Waismann" Ubersetzung
von Dirk Kingerske Mitteilungen aus dem Brenner-Archiv 14: 57-64.
Innsbruck, Austria, March 1996.

ISSN 1027-5649

online version at http://www.herts.ac.uk/artdes/research/tvad/mb/1995b.pdf

Editing Wittgenstein's "Notes on Logic" 2 vols. Skriftserie fra
Wittgensteinarkivet ved Universitetet i Bergen, No.11. Bergen, Norway:
University of Bergen Press, 1995.

ISBN 82-91071-12-8 (set), viii+80pp & iv+138pp.

online version at http://www.herts.ac.uk/artdes/research/tvad/mb/1995c¢.pdf

"Graphical Problems in Wittgenstein's Nach/al" in: Johannessen, K. and
Nordenstam, T. (eds) Culture and Value: Philosophy and the Cultural
Sciences, 751-761. Kirchberg a/W, Austria: Die Osterreichische Ludwig
Wittgenstein Gesellschaft, 1995.

ISSN 1022-3398 xiii+795pp.

online version at http://www.herts.ac.uk/artdes/research/tvad/mb/1995a.pdf

"Continuity and Discontinuity in Visual Experience" Critica XXIV (70) 3-
15. Mexico City, April 1992.

ISSN 0011-1503

http://www filosoficas.unam.mx/index.php3?version=&pagina=publicacion
es/critica/cri92/1992.html

online version at http://www.herts.ac.uk/artdes/research/tvad/mb/1992a.pdf

JOINTLY AUTHORED WORKS

Biggs, M.A.R., A. Pichler, A. Janik, B.F. McGuinness, M. Seekircher.
Using XML to generate research tools for Wittgenstein scholars by
collaborative groupwork. EU/AHRB-funded online resource based on a
sample of Wittgenstein's writings from September 1914. University of
Bergen, 2003. URL http://www.aksis.uib.no/wab/sept1914/

Biggs, M.AR,, et al., "The Concept of Knowledge in the Context of
Electronic Networking". Edited by J.C. Nyiri. 7he Monist, 80(3), July 1997,
405-422.

ISSN 0026-9662

Biggs, M.A.R. and A. Pichler Wittgenstein: Two Source Catalogues and a
Bibliography Skriftserie fra Wittgensteinarkivet ved Universitetet i Bergen,
No.7: Bergen, Norway, 1993.



ISBN 82-91071-06-3 175pp.

online version at http://wab.aksis.uib.no/wp-no7.pdf

reviewed by Erich Ammereller in:

Philosophical Investigations 18(2) 173-177. Oxford, April 1995

ISSN 0190-0536

revised and translated into German in:

Pichler, A. Untersuchungen zu Wittgensteins Nachlal3 Skriftserie fra
Wittgensteinarkivet ved Universitetet i Bergen, No.8, 189-231: Bergen,
Norway, 1994.

ISBN 82-91071-07-1 241pp.

EDITED WORKS

Graphical editor of: Wittgenstein's Nachlass: the Bergen Electronic Edjtion.
6 CD-ROMs. London: Oxford University Press, 2000.

ISBN 0-19-268691-7
http://www.oup.co.uk/academic/humanities/philosophy/wittgenstein/

Graphical editor of: Wittgenstein, L. Notebooks 1914-1916. Revised
second edition. Edited by G.H. von Wright and G.E.M. Anscombe,
translated by G.E.M. Anscombe. Oxford: Blackwell Publishers, 1998.
ISBN 0-631-12499-3

Graphical editor of: Wittgenstein, L. Zettel. Revised second edition. Edited
by G.E.M. Anscombe and G.H. von Wright, translated by G.E.M.
Anscombe. Oxford: Blackwell Publishers, 1998.

ISBN 0-631-12823-9

Graphical editor of: Wittgenstein, L. 7he Blue and Brown Books. Revised
second edition. Oxford: Blackwell Publishers, 1998.
ISBN 0-631-14660-1

Graphical editor of: Wittgenstein, L. Last Wiritings on the Philosophy of
Psychlogy. Vol. 1. Revised edition. Edited by G.E.M. Anscombe, G.H. von
Wright and Heikki Nyman, translated by C.G. Luckhardt and M.A.E. Aue.
Oxford: Blackwell Publishers, 1998.

ISBN 0-631-17121-5

Graphical editor of: Wittgenstein, L. Remarks on the Philosophy of
Psychlogy. Vols. | & 1. Revised edition. Edited by G.E.M. Anscombe and
G.H. von Wright, translated by G.E.M. Anscombe. Oxford: Blackwell
Publishers, 1998.

ISBN 0-631-13061-6, 0-631-13062-4

Graphical editor of: Wittgenstein, L. Philosophical Remarks. Revised
edition. Edited by R. Rhees, translated by R. Hargreaves and R. White.
Oxford: Blackwell Publishers, 1998.

ISBN 0-631-19130-5

Graphical editor of: Wittgenstein, L. Philosophical Investigations Reissued
second edition. Translated by G E M Anscombe. Oxford: Blackwell
Publishers, 1997.



ISBN 0-631-20569-1 272pp.

reissued in electronic format in:

Ludwig Wittgenstein: Collected Works Past Masters series on CD-ROM.
Charlottesville, VA, USA: InteLex Corporation, 1998.
http://www.nlx.com/titles/titllwtr.htm

ISBN 1-57085-311-8

Graphical editor of: Wittgenstein, L. Prototractatus Revised edition. Edited
by B F McGuinness, T Nyberg and G H von Wright, translated by D F
Pears and B F McGuinness. London: Routledge, 1996.

ISBN 0-415-13667-9

Graphical editor of: Wittgenstein, L. Manuscript 115 as electronic text.
Published in HTML, Postscript and WordPerfect formats. Bergen, Norway:
University of Bergen Press, 1996.

ISSN 0803-3137

http://wab.aksis.uib.no/sample/www.htm

Wittgenstein's TS 201 as electronic text. Published in HTML, Postscript
and WordPerfect formats with an editorial introduction. Bergen, Norway:
University of Bergen Press, 1996.

ISSN 0803-3137

http://wab.aksis.uib.no/sample/www.htm

Graphical editor of: Wittgenstein, L. Vermischte Bemerkungen,
Neuausgabe. Herausgegeben von G.H. von Wright unter Mitarbeit von
Heikki Nyman. Neubearbeitung des Textes durch Alois Pichler. Frankfurt
am Main: Suhrkamp Verlag, 1994.

ISBN 3-518-58189-9 205pp.

translated into Norwegian as:

Filosofi og Kultur: Spredte bemerkninger, Utgitt av Georg Henrik von
Wright i samarbeid med Heikki Nyman. Ny bearbeidelse ved Alois Pichler.
Oversatt av Knut Olav Amas og etterord ved Lars Fr. H. Svendsen. Oslo:
Cappelen Akademisk Forlag, 1995

ISBN 82-456-0035-0 169pp.

translated into English as:

Culture and Value. a selection from the posthumous remains Edited by
G.H. von Wright in collaboration with Heikki Nyman. Revised edition of
the text by Alois Pichler. Translated by Peter Winch. Oxford: Blackwell
Publishers, 1998.

ISBN 0-631-20571-3 xix+141pp.

Forthcoming edited works

Wittgenstein, L. Remarks on the Foundations of Mathematics third
edition.Oxford: Basil Blackwell.

Wittgenstein, L. Philosophical Grammar third edition. Oxford: Basil
Blackwell.



